Music
connects
us all

Invest in SOUNZ

Our story
We make the music of Aotearoa New Zealand accessible to all
SOUNZ champions and promotes the sounds and music of Aotearoa New Zealand.
We are the only arts and music organisation of our kind working in the digital space.
We have been operating as a Wellington based, national organisation since 1991.
Our team is small, multi-skilled and highly productive. We rely on the generous funding
of government, industry organisations, trusts and foundations to make our work possible.

Our vision
To make the sounds and music of
Aotearoa New Zealand widely heard
and valued.

Our purpose
To make the sounds and music we
represent, easily accessible to all, at any
time, by using our digital platforms and
to encourage its performance through a
variety of projects and other initiatives.

Values
Kaitiakitanga
SOUNZ will endeavour to nurture, protect and advocate for the sounds and music of
Aotearoa New Zealand.
Manaakitanga
SOUNZ will demonstrate respect, generosity and care in our protocols and practices.
Community
SOUNZ will foster trust and goodwill within our organisation, and within the wider music
and arts communities in Aotearoa New Zealand.
Inclusivity
SOUNZ will ensure that we are inclusive of the broad community of composers and
sound artists within Aotearoa New Zealand.

Centre for New Zealand Music Trust trading as SOUNZ is a Registered Charitable Trust: CC2248
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Our work connects
We connect composers and their work with performers, listeners, teachers, broadcasters and
presenters through collaborative projects and representation. We hold a unique position in
the arts and music sector by creating and making available, stories about New Zealand music
through our podcasts, animations, films and interviews to help connect people with our
culture and music. We use our digital platforms; SOUNZ website, SOUNZ Blog, our weekly enewsletter ‘Synopsis’, an Events Calendar, Facebook, YouTube, Instagram and Twitter to
promote our work widely, using carefully designed digital strategies. Anyone with access to a
digital device whether it be at work, home, the library or school, can engage 24/7 with music,
resources and the opportunities it presents.

We do the following
make, broadcast and promote articles, interviews, films, curate digital concerts, podcasts
and animations
collect and sell sheet music and other music resources
advise on repertoire, programming and performance of music
provide development opportunities for composers and community orchestras or groups
through projects, collaborations, prizes and awards
present workshops and wānanga
promote and inform through news, events and activities

Audience reach
At 31 December 2021,
SOUNZ achieved these
analytics

121 000
Facebook
Engagement

140 000
Website visits

4 million
230 000

Facebook Reach

SOUNZ Film views
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Our focus
SOUNZ has a constantly growing collection of over 24,000 New Zealand music resources. We
represent the music of more than 590 composers from Aotearoa New Zealand in the following
areas:
classical composition
Māori music
music using taonga puoro
(traditional Māori instruments)
Moana Pacific Peoples musics

electroacoustic music
jazz composition
screen composition
sonic art

SOUNZ partners with Māori, Pacific People communities and youth to achieve a greater voice
for them on established digital platforms, recognising that their stories and experiences are an
important part of New Zealand culture.
To be effective, we have the following resources and strategies in place:
Māori Music
SOUNZ Kaihautū Puoro Māori | Director of Māori Music leads engagement with Māori
composers in line with our Māori Music Strategy provide more focus on the creation,
performance and promotion of Māori music in partnership with the Māori arts community.
Today, 81 composers have joined our collective group and are gaining greater exposure of
their work.
Moana Pacific Peoples Musics
We are currently in the process of implementing our Moana Pacific Peoples Musics Strategy
(we understand it is the first music strategy in New Zealand dedicated to the music of the
Moana Pacific).
Youth Audiences
SOUNZ have a part-time Youth Content Creator who actively engages with rangatahi to build
our youth audience and promote the opportunities music provides
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Our impact
Connecting people through music
Music and storytelling play a part in everyone’s lives to some degree and is a proven way to
connect people on many different levels, across all communities. SOUNZ is actively partnering
with the communities we serve, to be more inclusive in our offerings to:
Reflect the cultural identity of Aotearoa New Zealand through the communities and music
we represent.
Build a sense of connectedness and identity within and between communities in Aotearoa
New Zealand.
Provide New Zealanders with a sense of well-being through participation in the arts.
Expand the breadth and depth of repertoire for the music of Aotearoa New Zealand.
Increase performances of the music of Aotearoa New Zealand.
Create opportunities for composers of Aotearoa New Zealand to develop their art.

We impact the communities we serve through:
Inclusiveness of the communities we represent and enrich the music and culture of our
country.
Connectedness of individuals and communities with their culture and each other through
the sharing of their history, tikanga and stories through music.
Facilitate greater understanding, increased tolerance and pride through knowledge and
sharing.
Recognise that it is important for people to feel a sense of identity and also be able to
belong to a particular social or ethnic group.
Inspire, encourage and provide greater opportunities for participation in the arts and
music.
Provide easy, free access to music and storytelling to be enjoyed and shared by everyone,
anywhere, at any time.
Widely promote the music of Aotearoa New Zealand using digital platforms for the
enjoyment of all.
Preserve and celebrate the music and storytelling that are our combined heritage.
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Making music content more accessible
Collaborating for shared outcomes
The projects SOUNZ undertakes are produced through a highly collaborative process for,
with, and by the communities the content represents. Our role is to facilitate partnership
opportunities, using our skills and bringing together people across these communities to
achieve the common goal of creating relevant content and enabling greater exposure of the
unique and diverse music and arts of Aotearoa New Zealand. Projects involve cultural music
and knowledge experts, composers, broadcasters, animators, and production specialists from
the communities the project represents.
Providing resources
School and music teachers, along with performers have access to numerous resources on the
SOUNZ website. SOUNZ cultural storytelling animations and podcasts also provide teachers
with engaging audio and visual content for learning purposes on subjects seldom found on
mainstream sites.
Podcasts
SOUNZ podcasts tell the story of New Zealand Maori, Pacific and Western
music and culture. Also heard on RadioNZ.
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Celebrating culture
Animations
SOUNZ works in collaboration with local artists to produce animations that are aimed at 15-25
year olds, to tell the story of New Zealand music and traditonal instruments.

SOUNZ Films
In partnership with RNZ Concert and with funding from NZ On Air, SOUNZ produces highquality films and recordings of music written by New Zealand composers and then strategically
promote these on our digital platforms. These films are of both live concerts and studio
sessions performed throughout the country and include performances from many notable
music organisations. We have produced and promoted over 1,300 films.
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Partnerships for success
Projects
SOUNZ collaborates with Aotearoa’s finest arts organisations and manages a large number of
projects that support the composition and presentation of New Zealand music through
awards, workshops, wānanga, community projects, commissions and composer sessions.
SOUNZ projects are designed to provide:
Greater access
More opportunities
Increased participation in music
A higher demand for the music of New Zealand.

Together better
SOUNZ partners with a large number of well-known organisations in the arts and music sector
community to create and provide opportunities for New Zealand music to be performed and
shared.
The following are some of our key partners:
Radio New Zealand
New Zealand Symphony Orchestra
Royal New Zealand Ballet
APRA AMCOS
Chamber Music New Zealand
Voices New Zealand Chamber Choir
Auckland Philharmonia Orchestra
The New Zealand String Quartet
NZ Choral Federation

Orchestra Wellington
Christchurch Symphony Orchestra
Dunedin Symphony Orchestra
Auckland Chamber Orchestra
Opus Orchestra
New Zealand String Quartet
Stroma
NZTrio
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Funding
Current funding partners

Principal funders

Sponsor of SOUNZ Library

Trusts & Foundations

Proudly managed by Perpetual Guardian
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Invest in SOUNZ
2022 objectives
Maintain the high-quality standard of our content, along with the volume of outputs, in
particular: podcasts, audio, films and features (interviews, stories and articles).
Expand our capabilities and capacity to meet the ever growing demand for content by
onboarding more staff.
Make broader connections with the communities we represent to increase opportunities
to collaborate, perform, make and share music.

Challenges and opportunities
The impact and uncertainty created by the Covid environment has affected SOUNZ operations
income. However, the positive result has been an increase in the demand for new, relevant
content that can be regularly delivered and easily accessed on our digital platforms. SOUNZ
has the capabilities and expertise to create this content in normal working conditions and
under traffic light restrictions, but funding is required for operational expenses to continue
our work on projects and with communities we serve.
We provide a unique opportunity to funding partners to align with SOUNZ
and help champion and promote the music and sounds of Aotearoa New Zealand.
We welcome an opportunity to discuss your objectives, and the benefits
of partnering with SOUNZ.
Janice Swan
Partnerships Manager
Phone: 04 801 8602
Email: partnerships@sounz.org.nz
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SOUNZ Centre for New Zealand Music
www.sounz.co.nz

Level 3 Toi Poneke Art Centre
61 Able Smith Street
Te Aro
Wellington 6011

