
sounzwrite Guides: Years 11–13 NCEA Revision

Level 1 sounzwrite Guide: 
I Hope I Never by Tim Finn; arr. Eddie Rayner
Pounamu by Helen Fisher
Childhood by Jenny McLeod

Level 2 sounzwrite Guide: 
Lullaby for Matthew by Gillian Whitehead
Waiting for the Aeroplane by John Psathas
Rakiura by David Hamilton

Level 3 sounzwrite Guide: 
Three Sea Changes by Douglas Lilburn
Overture: Aotearoa by Douglas Lilburn
The Hanging Bulb by Anthony Ritchie

The nine sounzwrite guides commissioned by sounz between 
1997 and 1999 have been widely appreciated and are used by 
more than 300 high schools and other educational institutions. 
A revision of these resources has been undertaken to make them 
more useful within the NCEA assessment environment. 

The resulting three volumes, one for each of NCEA Levels 1, 2 
and 3, replace the previous nine guides. They feature the same 
range of works covering instrumental, orchestral and choral 
music by outstanding New Zealand composers. 

Teacher notes in each book include: 
ideas about integrating activities across standards 
links to practice
copymasters for students 
assessment schedules 
formative assessment activities
extension activities.
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•

•

•
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The scores for all nine works can be purchased through sounz. 
Discounts are available for multiple copies. 

Recordings of all works in the series are also available for sale 
through  sounz on commercially released CDs. 

For first time purchasers, sounzwrite CDs for the three choral 
and three orchestral works may be provided with the NCEA 
Guides. Please enquire.

www.sounz.org.nz
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Level 1 sounzwrite Guide: $65
I Hope I Never by Tim Finn; arr. Eddie Rayner
This soaring ballad written by Tim Finn was a Split 
Enz hit in the 1980s.The guide compares it with Eddie 
Rayner’s orchestration  for the ENZSO album.  
Score: containing original chart and orchestration $12.50
Recordings:  The sounzwrite CD features both versions
(The commercial CD ENZSO I  is still widely available.)

Pounamu by Helen Fisher
This work for choir and flute or koauau was inspired by the 
sparkling summer waters of Nelson. The guide also covers Māori 
instruments, a dance of the work, Japanese music 
and flutes and focuses on comparing the versions for 
concert flute and kōauau. 
Score: Promethean study score $12
Full score and parts: Promethean $25
Recordings:  
The sounzwrite CD features both versions (flute and kōauau). 
Flute: New Zealand Choral Music: Auckland University Singers $30
Kōauau: Spirit of the Land: TOWER NZ Youth Choir: Trust $30

Childhood by Jenny McLeod
Written by one of New Zealand's most influential 
composers, this magical choral work comprises a 
series of 10 related poems about a day in the life of a 
small boy – joy and puzzlement, dream and reality 
are brought together through his eyes and ears. 
Score: Waiteata $15
Recordings:  A sounzwrite CD is available (and includes Dirge for 
Doomsday by Jenny McLeod).
Winds that Whisper: Tower NZYC (Trust) $30

Discounts:  Schools may qualify for significant discounts:
sounz Online members are eligible for 10% discount on all 
scores, recordings, resources (excluding downloads)
MENZA members are eligible for a 20% discount on any of the 
sounzwrite series. 
Schools which already own three or more of the old sounzwrite 
Guides for Years 11-13, are also eligible for a 20% discount. 

•

•

•

In purchasing multiple copies of scores to use with these guides, 
schools should note that they are eligible for: 

15% off orders of 5 or more sounz Licence scores (I Hope I Never, 
Waiting for the Aeroplane and Lullaby for Matthew).
10% off orders of 5 or more published scores - which include all 
six of the other scores used in the guides.

•

•

Level 1 is available now!
Level 2 is available now! 
Level 3 is available now!

(Copies of the nine old separate guides are still available.)

Level 2 sounzwrite Guide: $60
Lullaby for Matthew by Gillian 
Whitehead
This work, a short piece for piano (about Grade 5), 
explores variation as a compositional tool. 
Score: sounzwrite score $4
Also available in First XV piano album (SOUNZ) $29
Recordings:  You Hit Him He Cry Out (Poynton) Rattle 
$30

Waiting for the Aeroplane by John Psathas
This evocative piano work by one of New Zealand's 
most widely-performed composers also provides the 
basis for study of jazz and Greek music. 
Score:  sounzwrite score $7.50
Also available in First XV piano album (SOUNZ) $29
Firestarters 2  piano album – with CD (Promethean) 
$33.50
Recordings:  
You Hit Him He Cry Out (Poynton) Rattle $30
Rhythm Spike (Poynton) Rattle $30
Elusive Dream (Houstoun) Trust $30
Firestarters 2 (Houstoun) with scores (Promethean) $33.50

Rakiura by David Hamilton
Written by one of our most experienced choral 
composers, this work for SATB choir is based on 
a play by Eileen Philipp. It tells, in the style of a 
Noh drama, the story of a Japanese woman found 
living in a cave on Stewart Island. 
Score: DH Choral Music $8
Recordings:  A sounzwrite CD is available and 
includes Lux Aeterna by David Hamilton

Level 3 sounzwrite Guide: $60
Three Sea Changes by Douglas Lilburn
When writing these pieces the composer had in 
mind the three stages of human life. They are 
modal in character and suit Grade 6–7 pianists.
Score: Waiteata $8.50
Recordings: 
Douglas Lilburn Piano Music (Nielsen) Ode $30
Douglas Lilburn: Complete Piano Music Vol.2
(Poynton) Trust $30 

Overture: Aotearoa by Douglas Lilburn
This iconic work for orchestra, written in 1940 
by New Zealand's most distinguished composer,   
has been described as a work of "unabashed 
optimism".   
Score: Waiteata $14.50
Recordings:  A sounzwrite CD is available
New Zealand Composers (NZSO cond. Young) Continuum $30
Aotearoa – Orchestral and String works by Douglas Lilburn (NZSO 
cond. Hopkins) Kiwi Pacific $30
Symphony of Sails (APO cond. Harth-Bedoya) Universal $30
Douglas Lilburn: Orchestral Works (NZSO cond. Judd) Naxos $15

The Hanging Bulb by Anthony Ritchie
This work was, for the composer, a rite of 
passage partly inspired by Philip Clairmont's 
paintings. In four sections it incorporates 
repeated rhythms and passages of lyrical 
introspection. 
Score: MUM $29 (or $20 each for 3 or more)
Recordings:  A sounzwrite CD is available
New Zealand Composers (NZSO cond. Young) Continuum $30


